EVENTS &
NOTICES:
Friends of the Watertown Regional Library
PO Box 792
Watertown, SD 57201
E-mail: friendsoflibrary.wat@gmail.com

Fall 2021
Newsletter

*Annual Membership fees
are due. See enclosed
envelope. Contact Shelly
Alvine, Treasurer, with
any questions, 881-1694.
*Annual Meeting:
10/24 at 2:00pm in the
Community Room.
*Christmas Program:
12/5 at 6:00pm.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The Friends of the Library organization is alive and well! It has been a difficult year because
of the pandemic, but I am pleased that the Friends of the Library was able to continue many
of our activities and library support. The Board met on a regular schedule for planning and
allocating funds for various projects. At the request of City Librarian Dee Dee Whitman, the
Board approved expenditures for books, two youth shelving units, a storage shelf for children’s books, and book return carts. Books were also purchased and given to the children
attending Summer Outreach and to children at three schools participating in the Title I
Reading program. Children’s books were also donated to the Beacon Center.
The FOL did not hold public interest programs in the fall of 2020 nor the spring of 2021.
However, three programs were organized for this fall season.
Our used book sale in September was a huge success with a new venue at the Extension
Building that provided all the space needed to display the books, cds/albums, and movies.
The public responded by donating over 26,000 items and returning to buy more! FOL has
the best volunteer members that work so hard in getting the sale ready. For those who have
never assisted with the sale, come next year and join in the fun of being with friends who
share the love of reading.
We hope you have and will continue to use all the resources that our library has to offer for
your entertainment and education.
Mary Antrim, President

DEE DEE WHITMAN, CITY LIBRARIAN
Though the pandemic stretches on, we’re working hard at the Library to meet the needs of the
Watertown community in new and innovative ways. In addition to new computers in the Children’s and Young Adult areas, we added space in the computer lab and moved computers to
each study room in order to provide quiet, private spaces for virtual meetings and telehealth.
In person programs have returned, large meeting spaces are available again for the public, and
the circulating Wi-Fi hotspots have remained popular with patrons. Jamie and Maria launched
a new monthly subscription box program that includes a hand-picked book based upon a
patron’s reading interests along with a trinket and treats. Josh developed a bike lending program made possible by a grant from the Watertown Area Community Foundation and Xcel Energy. It has been enjoyed by community members and visitors alike with the bikes and bike
helmets circulating over 270 times. The Library was also awarded a $60,000 ARPA grant for a
RFID conversion project including security gates and a new self-check kiosk. Library staff are
ecstatic to kick off this project including tagging all 130,000 physical items! Through donations and grants, Sarah has expanded the Children’s area play space to make the library a special destination for children and families. Deb has joined Sarah as the Children’s Library Aide,
providing 25 in house and outreach programs for children each week. Your support and dedication empower our staff to continue to provide high-quality library services to the community
we serve – Thank You!

USED BOOK SALE SOARS TO NEW HEIGHTS
from Modern Woodmen, Watertown Community Foundation,
and Thrivent totaled $3,250. Expenses are higher than last year
because of the rent for the venue, but everyone that worked
the sale agreed that it was well worth it for the space, tables,
and labor of setting up and tearing the tables after the sale. It
will be hard to beat this year's numbers in the future!

The 2021 Used Book Sale was a huge success. With two years
and five months since the last sale, the Codington County Expo
Building was inundated with over 26,000 donations. Luckily 45
volunteers found time to put in 760 hours of work to sort and
sell over 17,000 items. Nearly 67% of the books, cds, albums,
and movies were sold which is on par with past years. The remaining items were donated to Goodwill with the help of students from Great Plains Lutheran High School. Volunteers heard
good comments about the venue, organization, and book selection. We are especially grateful to the community and members
of the Friends of the Library for all the donations. Good
job cleaning your houses!
More details will be available at the Annual Meeting on the expenses as the bills are received. Sales were $11,400 and grants

A few long-time volunteers were not able to help this year, but
fortunately we gained some new volunteers. The photo shows
the Friends that were on hand for the opening hour on Friday
for the "class of 2021" picture, but many others also
helped. The following Friends signed in for duty: Jean & John
Tangren, Maureen & Jeff Anderson, Shelly & Doug Alvine, Colleen & George Lindberg, Jo Elkins, Carl & Joan Hohnstadt, Diane
Drake, Carolyn Hoffman, Maxine Andree, Colleen VanMeter, AJ
& Marv Sherrill, Sue & Alan Pearson, Julie Moes, Jane Miner, Bev
Moore, Kathy & Ken Dagel, Lory Retzer, Karen EnglertMahowald, Linda Hurlbut, Allen & Jan Birkeland, Penny & Doug
Mack, Wendy & Ken Fransen, Mike & Jan Mullin, Gennie
LaFramboise, Dawn Johnson, Yvonne Walsh, Kathy DiCarlo, Ramona Voegele, Sharon Brandsrud, Mary Antrim, Beth Telleleson,
Mary Haggar, Susan Munger, Kim Bellum, Betsy Lentz, and Susan Patrick. I sincerely apologize if I missed anyone. What a
great group of people to work and laugh with!
Co-Chairs: Shelly & Doug Alvine, Jean & John
Tangren, and Maureen & Jeff Anderson

FOL Gifts to the Library in 2021:
Book Return Carts * Young Adult & Children’s Shelving
Non-Fiction * Library of Things * Children’s Play Area
Storage * Children’s Kits Display Shelf
PROGRAM COMMITTEE BY MARY ANTRIM
November 1, 2021 7pm “What’s Happening at the Mexican Border? Current Policies Affecting Refugees and Those Seeking Asylum” Sister Teresa Ann Wolf,
OSB, Retired Director of the Glacial Lakes Multicultural Center relate her visits
to the Mexican Border and what is happening currently with immigration into
the United States.

SUMMER OUTREACH BY PENNY & DOUG MACK
The Summer Outreach Reading Event was held on August 9th. We met with 38
elementary students in the Kidscope Childcare Program
at Roosevelt School. To begin, we met as a large group
and told the children about the many educational and
fun things that the library has to offer them. Then, each
FOL member shared their favorite thing about the library. The children were then separated into groups and
enjoyed stories read by a FOL member. After the reading
session, we all gathered together again and the children
were able to pick two free books and enjoy a delicious ice
cream treat.
The committee members who assisted with our event
included: Sue Pearson, Colleen Lindberg, Julie Moes,
Yvonne Walsh, Jo Elkins, and Penny and Doug
Mack.

REACH OUT TO READ
The Reach Out to Read Program was
created in 2017 to provide young readers with books to have in their homes.
Literacy research shows having ageappropriate books of their own improves a child’s reading ability. In the
Spring of 2021, over 500 books were
given to students at Roosevelt, Mellette, and McKinley schools who participated in the Title I Reading program,
with additional books donated to the
Beacon Center. Thanks to all the FOL
volunteers who create smiles on the
faces of the kids picking out their own
books to read again and again!

